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| jon-fr — m 1 government vg e 
britain and national independence, were the only 
things which we could commemorate this day, 
they would indeed be ſomething to juſtify our 
joy. It is no ſmall advantage to be exempt 
from foreign taxation, and not a little felicity 
to conſider this favored land, as brought out to a 
place of ſafety, juſt before the ſtorm of deſtruc- 


tion poured upon Europe. We can remain 
neuter, and behold the confhCting nations from 
afar. Vet theſe are comparatively, trifles to the 


bleſſings of that freedom, not only from fo- 
reign, but domeſtic domination, which were 
intended by, and hitherto! have been the conſe. 

: Independe: for which we cole. 


3 of our civil leaders, 24 he: pat- 
riotic bravery, patience and fortitude of our 
brethren i in arms, are ſtill conti 
theme of applauding nations. We hope, and 
we truſt that theſe virtues would again be ex- 


en thould Om” er e invaded by -& 


it not becom 
| well as s uſeful, to conſider Ira 
| e to be perpetuated thoſe liberties, 
bern fo fucce fully vindicated.” 
Lr Poets — their golden age, and ſpec- 
7 ulative men amuſe themſelves with diſcourſes 
on the natural liberty of the primitive race of 
men, and the rude freedom of ſavage tribes. 
Th life of the favage is hard—his' liberty is 
danger is very ſubſiſtence is precarious. None 
of us would be willing to forego our conven- 
jenes of civil life, and go back to the unim- 
proved ſavage ſtate. And, indeed, it is impoſſi- | 
ble ; for the increaſe of our ſpecies upon earth 
has proclaimed it a plain law of Nature, that. 
no other liberty ſhall be enjoyed by man, than 
what he ean have the good ſenſe to maintain in 
Civil ſociety. Our civil Iberty then is our 
quituend liberty, and the preſervatiol > of aids 
ae ſubject of our preſent inquiry. OP 
Tux love of liberty is as oniverfa e 
. life. Not even the beaſts can be reconciled 
to its loſs, but by a conſtant eoercion, and long 
| habits of depe dence, which debaſe their nature, 
_ and render them incapable of acquiring a fub- 
Ms by their own 5 There 0 
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come an important queſtion ſtr 
| me were it to be tried 


l e her conquered provinces z till ſlavery was 


1 inhabitant ee Looner be — to part 


under. various — enjoys 

4 for about ſeven hundred years, a partial, ofs 
ten interrupted, and turbulent liberty at home; 
= and, like modern Paris, impoſed a new kind of 
very, under the ſpecious name of alliance, on 


= oratified with his uſual revenge, corrupting the. 
KH maſters, ba thus RI them to his cwn | 

Tur richeſt countries, the weſt er 
have always been the choice abodes of _ 
For here he could ſong with his Wen ang 


with his freedom, than riſque the loſs of cafe 
and his beloved property. It has been the fre- 
quent fortune of liberty to fly, and be forced 
to take refuge in the barrens and the moun 
|. Eains. ret — has been the influence 
of her cheerfal ſongs,” ſoothing labor, that the 
has made her ragged hills to laugh like the val - 
ley, and the — to bloſſom as the 
roſe. How often has the whole earth been 
—— with a deluge of tyranny above 
the ſummits of the higheſt mountains! How 
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hadſt thou preſerved. thy principles Ma" | thy = 
union uncontaminated, ſtill hadſt thou remains 


ed the happy hive, and no nein 
to e or moleſt tee: | 


Bur let not a free republican day, the. French 2 
are not fit for a repùblican government 
therefore it is to be regretted they ever attemy 


ed their emancipation—for if they were not fit 


for a republican government; they were equally 
unfitted to continue any longer under their old 


arbitrary one. The diffuſion of general light 
had glimmered on their minds. They could 


diſcern, and were captivated by the charnis of 


yet learned how to treat her with propriety. 


They have the love of liberty, but the other two 


requiſites are greatly wanting. Every good 
mind muſt be ſhocked at the enormities they 


have committed; and none but a blind parti. 


zan could ever think of juſtifying them. Our 
government has done right to reſiſt their injuſ- 


tice. We defend ourſelves againſt the wild rage 


of a lunatic; but we think it unbecoming our 


own ſobriety to lay up reſentment againft him 
afterwards, Let us conſider then their condi- 


tion fairly. We may draw it to our preſent 
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: piipoſe. 15 will learn us to deteſt tyranny, to. 
prize our conſtitutions, and ſet a value on our 
religion and morality. What was it that rend- 
ered them ſo unfit for. the freedom. after which 
they aſpire? What but the arbitrary power 
under which they have ſuffered for want of ed- 
ucation. We lament that they have attempted 
to baniſh the chriſtian religion: But we ought. 
to conſider that this was the chriſtian. religion 
| only i in name. It had becanie ſo interwoven 
with the old order of government and proſti- 5 
tuted thereto, that perhaps i it was next to im- 
: poſlible to detach and purify it. So congenial 
- republican governments are the pure moral 
| doctrines, and the primitive ſimplicity of this re- 
ligion , that we may fafely calculate upon its re- 
turn to France, ſhould this government there 
finally be eſtabliſhed. If we compare too the 
circumſtances attending our revolution to thoſe. 
that accompanied theirs, we ſhall find reaſon to 
thank heaven and the ſpicit and wiſdom of our 
anceſtors, rather than indulge a high cenſorious 
ſprrit, or Plume ourſelves upon any ſuppoſed 
ſux periority of nature. We reſiſted the firſt at- 
tempt—we never had been flaves with little 
alteration, we purſued t the ſame form of govern- 
ment, and the ſame laws, to which we had been 
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3 habits 1 new laws we had 


not to learn and aſſume our religion and our 


clergy were all on our ſide. The very principle 
of toryiſm made it neceſſary for every tory to 


be open and avowed. Knowing our enemies, 
and that they were but few in number, we could” 

deal with them more generouſly ; but a knowl. 

ledge that a nation has internal and ſecret ene- 
mies, ſubjects it to the moſt cruel ſuſpicions. 


The French had a body of 200,000 eccleſiaſtics, 


| whoſe unjuſt privileges depended on the ancient = 


ſyſtem a numerous nobility intereſted in the 
ſame manner—Such a clergy muſt have at their 


diſpoſal many bigoted devotees—Such a nobil- | 


ity, many minions. We refiſted the claims of 
a diſtant nation The French attempt a revo- 


[- lution at home, cloſely ſurrounded by coaleſced | 


and inimical powers. We cannot but weep for 
poor human nature when we view the tragical 


ſcenes of Europe. The eye of the politician 


| obſerves all the nations there as in a ferment- 
ing ſtate, and conjecture rather than calculation 


fixes the period of their troubles. Perhaps they 


muſt wander in the wilderneſs yet theſe forty 
years, until the preſent race are dead, before 
their children can go in and poſſeſs the prom- _ 


iſed land. E erg it * 


= g e e q "ny; 
oye ar; 8 5 e nn . 
* 


= * 


ow to yi ield gradually to the ns fonts; i 
ments f the times—Happy if the people could f 
be more ſteady and temperate. A new ſcene of | : 
human affairs we believe is approaching—— 8 
| Stormy and tempeſtuous has been the night, its | 
darkneſs intermitted only by ſhort flaſhes and | 
gleams, and ſome tranſient breakin gs away of 

the clouds. But the day has dawned, the. 

mountain tops begin to ſhine—The ſun ad- 

vances and though in the European hemiſ- 

phere the ſtorm is till prevailin g—Happy A- 

merica! Serene is your morning—beautiful and. 

To bright are your ſkies ! | „ | 

Ap the continuance of our happy ſtate v we. 
truſt is in our-own management—Then let us. 
keep alive the ſacred flame—cheriſh the repub- 
lican—cheriſh the moral virtues—continue to 

5 foſter ſchools of learning—hold faſt that reli- 
gion which free in its nature, never exiſted un- 
| der an arbitrary government, without extreme 

ruption or extreme perſecution; and with - 
out which, in the opinion of our wiſeſt men, our 
republican government cannot long continum. 

0 Sp1RIT of Sumner ! May thy mild aq 2: 
publican virtues be ſent down from heaven 
among us ; and may Memory the meſſenger be — 
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= and fink ** deep in our * of no Aa = 
my pet not wavering without an opinion — Re- 
ſpected by all parties, becauſe they knew the 
impartial goodneſs of thy heart, and the clear- 
neſs of thy underſtanding that could Ae 
1 | the errors of all. x, 
Hao dare 1 ſpeak of WASHINGTON— 
== EvLogy has exerted her utmoſt—Imagination. 
has ſoared his higheſt flights in attempt to equal 
his praiſe. Ah l were they anxious leſt his 
name and example ſhould: be loſt. Vain at- 
tempts | ! Groundleſs anxiety ! Our little per- 
formances exiſt but for a day; and the moſt 
brilliant among them ſhine only as inſects. 
Theſe leaves ſhall ſoon lay among the rubiſh, 
Eulogies, ſtatutes and monuments do honor to 
our nation, for they exprels her ſenſibility. and 
gratitude, But when. the marble itſelf by. the 
power of corroding air ſhall crumble to duſt, the 
name, fame and inſtructive example of Wasn 
ING TON ſhall ſhine with undiminiſhed luſte 
and ſhould it pleaſe the Grand ARCHITECT _ 
to continue this earth and ſolar ſyſtem for ages 
double to thoſe they have yet ſeen, aſtronomy 
might: as ſoon forget her brighteſt planet, as hiſ- 
tory, her WasninoTon, Noto attempt—his 
e is not my object; but in diſcourling, co on- 


mee 


5 8 by Aae this man'?!Pray 


let us not compare him to the Ceſars and Alexan- 
ders of paſt ages. Is not the rational benevolent 


being ſuperior to the proud fighting animal? Let 


us reflect on the virtues of that mind, that could 


forget all the advantages of private wealth, dif- 


dain every offer of perſonal preferment, forego 


his eaſe, and endure a long ſeries of labors, haz- 
ard his life, and even his fame in a dubious con- 


ut! Ba A en be eee, that the e 


in the cauſe. And when fortune had found his 

patience, his prudence and fortitude invincible,” 
and was forced to yield them fucceſs-; to com- 

let the herb, and realiſe W 


to —— modeſt, not even pod the” 
weight of his opinion to control in the diſputes 


of Freemen. We cannot all be generals, we do 


not all poſſeſs the talents of the ſtateſman ; but 
like him, we poſſeis moral minds. It is by the 
virtues of theſe only that republican governments | 
can be ſupported: It was the practice of theſe 


virtues that diſtinguiſned our WASHINGTON. 


and ſet him above all the great men that went 


—— — — — "ey 


- « new and bright dar in the heavens to vg 
our political courſe. 
O xx hiſtorians! ee yoke 8 
deſcriptions of battles and military exploits, cal- 
culated only to inſpire young readers with un- 
_ principled military ardor ; but paint WAs IR- 
TON 1n his virtues and let it be ſeen that military 
ardor without them 1 1s ond n. and W * 5 
rocity. 

Gen of riſing Fm fain would I mw 
this ſmall voice be heard from the Atlantic to 
the Miſſiſippi, and from the lakes to the Mexican 
gulph ! But ſtop.—A more powerful and more 
beloved voice has ſpoken ; and the falutory ad- 
vice is ſtill ſounding in your ears. © ! let it be 
engraved at the foot of his beloved portrait, and 
dwellings. Make of it a tablet to be carried in 
your boſoms, and wear it neareſt your hearts; nay 
deem it no ſacrilege to bind it in the volume of - 
your bibles.—It is your political creed Form 
inſtitutions in memory of your WAsIx ro 
Follow him in the political courſe; and forget 
not that he was a follower alſo in the Chriſtin, 
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